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Roosevelt Square breaks
ground on Near West Side

Some residents of the Near West Side
feel that the community never fully
recovered from construction of the
expressways and the University of 11-
linois at Chicago campus — both of
which cut large swaths through what
in masmy ways, was the quintessential
Chicage neighborhood. .

Today, there's more demelition
underway, but LR Development
and Quest Development Group say
they're recreating the flavor of the
wraditional neighborheod with a ma-
jor redevelopment on the site of the
Chicago Housing Authority's ABLA
Hoemes. N

LR recently broke ground on for-
sale units in the first phase of Roas-
evelt Square, a mixed-use develop-
ment of 2,441 residential units that
will cover more than 100 acres and
tale about 10 years 1o complete, The
site stretches from Blue Island 1o
Ashland at its widest and from Cabri-
ai Street to 15th at its longest.

Plans call for 1,090 affordable
rentals, including 755 CHA replace-
ment units, and 1,351 homes {or sale,
both affordable and market raie. The
mix is similar 1o that at other CHA
redevelopment projects — roughly
one-third market-rate; one-third af-
fardahle, or “worldorce;” and one-
third CHA replacement.

Like other mixed-income redevel-
opments of CHA projects, the pub-
lic housing uniis are designed to be
indistinguishable from the marle:-
rate units and integrated throughout
the site. Unlike some other develop-
ments, however, Roosevell Square
will reserve some rental buildings
entirely for CHA residents instead of
irying to maintain a mix of incomes
on a building-by-building basis.

“The CHA units are spread out
and building-specific, but they're all
equally divided up along the blocks,”
said Mike Kelly, director of sales and
marketing for Rooseveh Square. *Six-
teen usits is as big as a rental huild-
ing will get, and there are enly a cou-
ple that big."

The design of the project, ac-
cording to Kelly, has taken iis cues
[rom the vintage blocks around Tay-
lor Sireet, where vestiges of the old
heavily Lalian neighborhood - res-
tauranis, delis and coffee shops — still
thrive.

The two largest residential struc-
tures have 27 to 45 units — both cle-
vator buildings on Roosevelt - but off
of that main thoroughfare, the new
construction will echo the area’s vin-
tage buildings.

“These two buildings are on
Roosevelt, which can handle a big-
ger building, but to the north and
south, the scale gets dropped down
to more of a neighborhood feel,”
Kelly said. “There’s a mix ol three-
and six-flats with garage parking
included.”

At press time, one-bedroom con-
dos in the first phase were sold out,
and two-bedrooms were priced [rom
the $260s. The 38 phase [ town-
houses have two or three bedrooms
and 2.5 baths and are priced from
the $480s.

The first phase of the project also
includes about 40,000 square feet of
retail space, 28,000 square feet of it
in one block on Taylor with parking
tiers above. Some of the smaller retail
spaces follow a familiar paitern, re-
tail on the first floor with restdential
above. “They're patterned after what's
already on Taylor Street,” Kelly said.

And in a good sign for the devel-
opers, the immediate neighborhood
is providing more than just a devel-
opment model.

“We have 45,000 people come
into this community every day, doc-
tors, teachers, workers and now they
have the opportunity 1o purchase,”
Kelly said. “There wasn't enough
housing like this in the neighbor-
hood. We're drawing suburban buy-
ers, buyers [rom the South Side, emp-
ty nesters; its really a hodgepodge.
We also have a lot of buyers from in
the neighborhood — over 20 percemt
— which is a good sign.”
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